CHAPTER VIII INDIAN LADIES
THE Zenana system exists to a very large extent in India, The farther north one goes the more he finds of that system. In the south there Is less of it, The              m
simply the vernacular name for that part of the           which
is occupied by the women; and the Parda * Is that which divides the women's quarters from the rest of the house. The lady who occupies the Zenana Is a parda nashin, or one who sits behind the curtain. Where the Zenana system prevails men, other than the head of the house and his nons, are not allowed to see the ladies* The ladies do not come Into public life; and the worst feature of the system is that their Influence is confined to the family circle, and not reach society. It reaches even the family circle only within the home; the ladles cannot directly influence the outride the house* Where It Is strictly enforced, it
this; Indies                   are not allowed into the
of other ladies,            they we wry
indeed*   My wife has always           it a              to visit the
of                  with the          of which 1 have         on
friendly terms,   la                           her        visit was
to the lady with the         formalities as        might                ;
she sat outside the          and                with the My           I
Sometimes two or three visits         conducted in this            ;
and It was only when she became more intimate that uhe to go Inside the piurda** There are
11 A pwrclii Is n curtain 01?
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